Dear Magnolia Neighborhood Planning Council Members and Friends, 
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We have an exciting year of projects and plans in the works for 2009, as well as some community issues to oversee.  It is my hope one or more of them might peak your interest, and offer an opportunity for you and yours to become involved locally in a Magnolia community development project.  Before I get to that though, an update on MNPC’s last quarter of 2008 and to-date activities: 

FORT LAWTON LAWSUIT:  MNPC’s lawsuit to compel the City of Seattle to both conduct a SEPA review of the Fort Lawton Reuse/Housing Development plan, and to honor the terms of the Discovery Park Master Plan, is proceeding on schedule.   Our attorney, Rick Aramburu, has now filed the first round of briefs in the case and we are waiting for the City to reply to his filings.  When the City releases their reply, Rick will have another opportunity to respond to what the City has submitted.  Below is a summary of the court proceedings that we are now engaged in: 
MNPC filed its Motion for Summary Judgment at the end of December;  the City will file its response to MNPC’s motion, and the City’s cross motion for summary judgment is to be submitted by January 26, 2009;   MNPC may file its reply to the City’s response to MNPC’s motion and a response to the City’s cross motion for summary judgment by February 23, 2009; the City may file a reply to MNPC’s response to the City’s summary judgment motion, limited to affirmative defense issues, by March 6, 2009.  The hearing on both the MNPC’s and the City’s summary judgment motions will be held at 9:00 a.m. on March 13, 2009, courtroom W-829.  In the event that both motions for summary judgment are denied, the court will set a new case schedule, including a deadline by which the City must file an answer.
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DECEMBER LAWSUIT FUNDRAISER:  Our fundraising event at Serendipity was a fun event!  For those that were not able to make it, we got city-wide publicity, our cause got local notice, more than 45 people showed up, we had entertainment, there was good food, a student group from the University of Washington came and filmed the event and interviewed several people for a short film on the issue.  Many people contributed time and goods to the auction, we made and were part of “a happening”, an event in the shaping of Magnolia.  
As of even date the MNPC has incurred legal fees in the amount of $18,032, paid out just over $6,000 to the attorney, leaving a balance of $12,000, approximate, to defray.  Therefore our fundraising efforts are far from over, and need to continue.  There are two avenues of fundraising we will pursue, holding public events that the public-at-large can participate in, and pursuing private sources of contributions.   In addition to funds for the legal project, we also need funds to maintain our organization’s operations – for things such as copies, postage, printing, office supplies and the like.  
FUTURE FUNDRAISERS:  Our December 2nd fundraiser was the kickoff of a fundraising series.  No one fundraiser was bound to meet all our funding needs, this was an auspicious start though,  and it sets the bar for future events.  This fundraiser was great in focusing efforts, raising community awareness, getting media attention, and raising money for our legal fund.  
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NEXT EVENT, MARCH:  To keep up the momentum, both for the lawsuit and for the Planning Council’s operations, we’re planning our next large fundraising event – it will be a “Potato Bake”, to be held late in March, at the Blaine Elementary School Cafeteria.  We will have baked potatoes with all the fixin’s - chili, sour cream, shredded cheese, butter, steamed broccoli, melted cheese, chives, bacon bits, sautéed onions, sautéed mushrooms, hot peppers, ham, and spices.  Drinks and desserts will also be for sale, we will have entertainment; it should be a fun, family/community event.  
This event will also include a 50/50 raffle, tickets will be sold for a fixed fee; typical fees are $1, $5, or $10, depending on what we think the market will bear.  At the end of the event we will draw a ticket from the bucket and announce the winner. The prize is the half of the amount collected from ticket sales. Typically participants have to be present at the time of the drawing to win. If nobody claims the prize when the number is drawn, we will simply draw another number until somebody wins.  
Magnolia Neighborhood Plan:  This is still a must have for our neighborhood.  New and on-going building and rezone projects are increasingly being shepherded through our area, and they are not going away – think Interbay Jail,  future hub urban village at Interbay, plans to approve more multi-unit housing in the Village, the beginnings of new residential development plans for Fisherman’s Terminal, and a number of fill-in, lot subdivision projects which will usher in more of those housing projects that are out of character for our community (think of the type of development that has taken and is taking place in Ballard, in its core and in its single-family neighborhoods).   Without a neighborhood plan Magnolia is a sitting duck for density and development that is whatever anyone with enough land and money, and City support can decide to plunk down in and around Magnolia.   

As it is now, every project of concern on Magnolia can only be challenged on the basis of technicalities, be they land use code or building code related.  That is a pretty narrow basis, and as experience has shown, almost futile proposition.  It leaves zero room for shaping Magnolia in the footprint and image of what we believe Magnolia and its way of life to be.  Other neighborhoods have neighborhood plans, and they get an “extra” say in the development conversation, and they get particular consideration from the City.  Working out both a Magnolia neighborhood plan and then pursuing acknowledgement of it by the City will be a priority of the MNPC again this year.  
2009 Neighborhood Match Fund Projects:  This year we are planning on submitting two applications for NMF funding from the City of Seattle, one on April 6th, and one on July 6th.  
Project #1 - Mounger Pool Project:  MNPC will apply for NMF funding in order to undertake a study of what it would take to convert Mounger Pool to year round use.  At the time the pool was planned and constructed there were not enough funds to pay for it to be enclosed.  While there are not funds for the same now, in order to pursue funds to enclose the pool we need to know [image: image4.jpg]


what structural options are available, what kind of structures could be used to cover the pool, how much they cost, and how much it would cost to operate the pool on a year round basis.  A lot of planning needs to go into doing this, and given that today there is a great deal more interest and focus on providing neighborhood activities which can lead to healthy families, healthy individuals, and healthy living, now seems like a propitious time to pursue this study, and hopefully as a result of this study and planning, getting a year round pool will become the next major community project.  
The application deadline for the NMF Small and Simple program that we are shooting for, for this project, is Monday, April 6th.  Between now and then a pool enclosure study committee needs to be formed, to develop the proposal for the NMF application, including generally engaging in fact finding, about how to go about this project, what structures might be considered, who the experts are that are available to the community, to do community outreach in order to get people’s input and support for the application, and to prepare and submit the application; and if funding is granted, this committee would also oversee the implementation of the NMF grant.  
Upcoming, Regularly Scheduled MNPC and MNPC Committee Meetings:  To get things set up for the year, and to ensure the widest opportunity to attend a meeting, and for people to get involved, we are holding a Saturday noon-time get-together series of meetings at the Magnolia Community Center.  Start time is 11:00 AM, the first meeting will be Saturday, on February 14th, then on March 14TH, with the final meeting of the series on March 28th.  Coffee, tea, juices, sandwiches and chips will be served.  The agenda for this series of meetings will be to organize  MNPC committees, engage in an on-going planning dialog for the committees, discuss planning for Magnolia projects and issues that the MNPC is involved in, and to elect a new slate of MNPC officers, March 14th meeting.  
Officer Openings: 

· Chair

· Vice Chair

· Secretary

· Treasurer

Board Openings

· Four Each

Committee Openings:  

· Magnolia Neighborhood Plan 
· NMF - Pool Committee
· Fundraising and Community Outreach 
· Community Landscape and Parks Committee 
· MNPC Operations 
That wraps up this retrospective, thank you for your time, and I look forward to a successful 2009 for the Magnolia Neighborhood Planning Council, but more importantly for the people and neighborhood of Magnolia.  I look forward to seeing you at one or more of the Saturday get-togethers; please call or write if you have any comments or questions.  
Best, 

Elizabeth Campbell, Chair

Magnolia Neighborhood Planning Council
January 27, 2009        206-283-4900
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